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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
MEETING ON THE LORD'S-DAY MORNING, 


IN WORSHIP-STREET, NORTON-FOLGA TE, 


(FORMERLY UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF 
THE LATE REVEREND AND LEARNED DANIEL NOBLE) 


THIS 


SHORT ADDRESS, 


DRAWN UP FOR THEIR MORE IMMEDIATE USE, 
AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
Is RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR OBLIGED PASTOR, 


EVANS. 


Prov idence-Row, Finſbu 
Dec, 2, 1793» 


This Addreſs is a plain declaration of the leading tenets of 
the General Baptiſts; and a ſerious exhortation to them, to be 
zealous in the ſupport of genuine piety — Analytical Review. - 
The Addreſs is ſerious, and is not written with any party 
e. but with the evident deſign of promoting real virtue, 
manly piely, and Chriſtian Charity, Monthly Review. 


AN 
AD DR E S 8, 
Sc. Ec. 
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CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


| FAR ve it from me to excite the, pernicious 
ſpirit of Party. My only intention is, under a divine bleſſing, 
to revive the drooping intereſts of Piety, amongſt a valuable 
claſs of Proteſtant Diſſenters. With the friends of chriſtianity, 
J ſincerely lament its partial ſpread over the ſurface of tha 
Borer and its low and diſtracted ſtate, where already known. 
ut muſt not reformation begin with ſome individual body of 
Chriſtians? And is it not natural to attempt it, in the denomi- 
nation, with which I have the honour and felicity of being 
connected? | 
Acquainted with the hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, you 
need not be told, that the religion of Chriſt is not exempted 
from the variations common to human affairs. This may ſur- 
prize perſons unaccuſtomed to ſpeculate upon the ſubje&. But 
the bleed God, when he gave us the glorious Gaſbel, deviated 
not from his uſual mode, in the natural and moral government 
of the world. Health, wealth, reputation, and other temporal fa- 
vours, are acquired and preſerved by certain eſtabliſhed means. 
A neglect of inſtituted means, involves the moſt alarming con- 
ſequences. Thus religion alſo (the ineſtimable gift of Heaven) 
periſhes from amongſt us, unimproved by attention and induſ- 
try. Ceaſing to examine carefully, and to believe firmly—the 
truth as it is in Jeſus; backward and inattentive to the duties 
it preſcribes—cold and languid in our exertions to promote its 
ſpread—it were a MIRACLE, ſhould it, under ſuch diſcourag- 
mg circumſtances, remain with us; and it were FOLLY to in- 
dulge the expectation of — it in a proſperous condition ! 


of 


T 
be 


| 8 E453 
The GENERAL BAP TIS Ts, in many parts of the kingdom, 
d eſpecially in the Metropolis, are not equally flouriſhing 


friends ſhould ſpeedily enquire and e ffectually remove. Ene- 
mies ſuggeſt the decline to have ariſen Goin maintaining 
opinions, and adopting modes of worſhip, unwarranted by the 
facred writings. But external profperity, however deſirable, 
does not deciſively indicate either the truth of a doctrine, or 
the propriety of a practice. The Gg of Jeſus Chrift was 
once as grain of Muftard Secd, though, it is now a ftately 
tree, under whoſe ſhade we recline, and whoſe fruit is for the 
healing of the Nations. The attacks of foes, or the lukewarm- 
neſs and imprudence of friends, injure the beſt cauſe. Hence 
_ the ecclchaſtical hiſtorian tracing the progreſs of religion through 


different ages, and diftant regions of the earth, diſtinguiſhes be- 


tween the internal *and external circumſtances which affect its 
welfare. Did our decline originate in harbouring erroneous prin- 


ciples, and favouring unſcriptural practices the ſeeds of diffo- 


Jution would be containcd within our own boſom, and even a 
finger ought not to be lifted up to retard its ruin. But I am per- 
ſuaded, the more cloſely our religious ſentiments are examined; 
the more extenſive will be their ſpread, amongſt the ſerious and 
candid profeſſors of chriſtianity. Courting, rather than ſhrink- 
ns back from inveſtigation, we only ſolicit mankind to ſhake 
off the tyranny of prejudice, and grant us an impartial atten- 
tion. Much however is it to be feared, that ſome who profeſs 
them, relying on their intrinſic value, are criminally negligent 


* 


4 


in propoſing their evidence, recommending their belief, or ex- 


hibiting their efficacy upon their temper and lives. 
N Permit me, therefore, to remind you of the religious ſenti- 
ments, more eſpecially diſtinguiſhing you, and from which 
indeed you derive your name. May, their reaſonableneſs 
invigorate your belief. May their agreement with ſcripture 
- convince you of their importance. May their importance 
' inflame your hearts with he zeal which is according 10 

' Rnowledge. 7 : 
Religious ſentiments diſtribute themſelves into two claſſes : 
Thoſe common to the profeſſors of the Goſpel, and thoſe cha- 
racterizing the various departments of the chriſtian world. 


* With the diſcriminating principles alone, I now with you to be 


impreſſed. Thoſe principles which ſeparate you from other 
bodies of chriſtians, and reſpecting which you juſtly imagine 
there has been a deviation from the original ſtandard of Faith 
and Practice. Vour adherence to theſe ſentiments proceeds 
from juſtifiable motives. Judging even of yourſelves what is 
right, you poſſeſs a thorough perſuaſion they are contained in 


- 


with other Proteſtant Diſſenters. What the - cauſes are, its 


the 


| 11 "3 ol 
the inſpired records—therefore to be believed, and to be de- 
fended with proper temper, and upon ſuitable occaſions. But 
what are the ſentiments thus diſcriminating you from others ? 
The UNIVERSALITY of divine love, and the Baptiſm of 
ADpuLTs by IMMERSION. With a circumſtantial. detail of 
proofs for theſe important articles of faith, I need not preſent 
you, Of their truth you are firmly convinced, and controver- 
ſial diſcuſſion ſeldom promotes practical religion. But as reli- 
gious tenets may be retained (like gold in the miſer's coffer) 
uſeleſs to yourſelves and to others, we ir ub your pure minds 
by way of remembrance. | 

With us, the UNIVERSALITY of divine love is a favourite 
tenet. Perſons, juſtly acquainted with the perfections of God, 
admit this as an article of their creed. All ſects acknowledge 
the divine benevolence. But ſome ſo circumſcribe its extent, 
that they diminiſh its amiableneſs. And others ſo preſcribe its 
operation, that they deſtroy free agency, together with the 
accountability of moral and intelligent agents. The divine 
benevolence is the crowning attribute of Deity. It ſheds a 
luminous glory over the perfections of the Godhead, There 
fore its nature and univerſality ſhould be clearly ſtated—ftre= _ 
nuouſly maintained—and devoutly contemplated. 

„It was God that raiſed us out of nothing, and brought us 
forth to enjoy the light of life, and to view this glorious theatre 
of nature, To him we owe thoſe thoughts that wander 
through cternity, and thoſe high faculties by which we claim. 
kindred with Angels, and which qualify us for acting by the 
ſame rule, with him, and for loving, ſerving and adoring him.. 
It is he who continually preſerves and maintains us. Without 
him we cannot ſubſiſt one moment. gen breath we draw, 
every ſtep we take, every thought we think, depends entirely 
upon him. Every place we are in, and every inſtant of our 
duration, is crowded with his mercies. It is his raiment, 
clothes, and his food that nourithes us. It is he that ſhelters us 
in our houſes—refreſhes us in fleep—watches over us in danger 
—and defends us againſt the evils to which we are expoſed. It 
is he that ſupplies our returning wants, cheers our hearts among 
our friends, and delights us in every obje& and ſcene. From 
him we derive every gratification received by our ſenſes—every 
benefit we owe to our fellow creatures—every hope that ex- 

ands our breaſts, and every convenience which renders our 
— comfortable. There is no advantage we can procure for 
ourſelves—no joy that ſprings up in our hearts no blefiing that 
crowns our exiſtence, which does not come from him, the giver 
of every gvod and perſett gift. Above all, he has bleſt us with 
the EVERLASTING GOSPEL, and /ext Tejas Chrift io ſave ws: 

| 159 uin. 
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Vim our fins. This is love, not that we loved God, but fie * 
" foved us, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation for our fins, In 
conſequence of that fall, or degradation of Man, related in the 
Book of Geneſis, and referred to throughout all the ſubſequent 
parts of the Bible, we had loſt immortality, and became ſubje&t 
to that evil of death, which we have all of us in proſpect. 
And it is impoſſible to ſay what this would have been to us, 
had not infinite goodneſs provided for us a Saviour, who by 
giving himſelf up to death, has delivered us from death; reftor- 
ed us to our forfeited happineſs, and laid a foundation for the 
' Exerciſe of full favour to all true penitents. And this goodneſs 
or love is impartial and univerſal. It does not arbitrarily. dif- 
tinguiſh ſome from others. It has no favourites, except thoſe 
rb are of a broken and contrite eart. It ſhines through all 
nature. It embraces and bleſſes the whole creation. God 7s 
210t willing that any ſhould perijh, but that all ſhould come to 
: repentance. Teſus Chrift the righteous is the propitiation for our 
5 and noi for ours only, but alſo for the fins of the whole 
evorld. | | | 
The Baptiſm of ApuLTs, by TMMERSTION, is the other 
article of belief diſtinguiſhing you from others. Though of in- 
ferior moment to the one already deſcribed, it ſhould be duly 
regarded. That poſitive rights be obſerved, agreeable to the 
manner preſcribed by the original inſtitutor, is of high impor- 
tance. Upon this fimilarity depends their utility, and utility 
conſtitutes. their excellence, The account uniformly given of 
this uſcful ordinance by the inſpired writers, juſtifies its ad- 
'miniſtration to thoſe alone, capable of giving a reaſon of the 
hope that is in them, The Immerſion of the body is warranted 
by the ſignification of the original rerms—the expreſſiveneſs of 
the mode—and the practice of primitive ages.” 'The origin of 
Baptiſm, thus ſcriprurally adminiſtered, is noble—the means 
Folemn—the influence more permanent and beneficial. Its la- 
mented, that the controverſy concerning the nature of this valu- 
able inſtitution has occaſioned much ill temper But the want 
of candour is the want of ſelf knowledge. Never let difference, 
as to articles. of faith, prevent the exerciſe of Charity. Thus 
Wwe preſerve the ſpirit of the Goſpel, which is moderation, 
gentleneſs, and peace. | : 
Such, Chriſtian Friends, are the diſcriminating ſentiments 
you-entertain, and from which is derived the name by which 
you are diſtinguiſhed. Shalbrieſe truly /r/þirral N be 
neglected? It betrays a criminality which cannot be too ſevere- 
ly reprobated. Were theſe diſtinctiops trivial and unconnected 
with true and undefiled religion, readily ſhould we forgive you. 
But one ſentiment regards the honour of the divine 1 
* | the 
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the other promotes that hin, without which n9 man gu 1 
fee the Lord. Is Jour profeſſion of adherence to theſe tenets 
inſincere ? Diſmiſs them from your creed. Ceaſe to continue 
a ſeparate body of Chriſtians. Incorporate yourſelves with the 
common maſs/ For God's fake preſerve not diſtinctions un- 
authorized by your reaſon - unſanctioned by your Bible—unap- - 
proved by your own hearts, | _ 5 
But though I thus ſpeak, I hope better things, even thoſe ac- 
companying ſalvation. You are perſuaded of the agreement of 
your religious ſentimepts with the ſuggeſtions of reaſon, and 
the diſcoveries of revelation, Upon you, therefore, in a much 
greater degree than imagined, depends the proſperity of the 
cauſe you eſpouſe. The faith once delivered "to the ſaints, 
ſhould lie near your hearts. Employ your talents, in explaining 
and defending 1t—your property, in aiding and ſupporting it. 
your lives, in embelliſhing and recommending it. Bringing the 
riſing generation into early church-memberſhip—holding fre- 
quent church-mectings—and cheriſhing a friendly converſe 
with each other—are the three great bands by which religious 
ſocieties are held together. Parents, miniſters, and deacons, 
are peculiarly obligated to the uſe of ee means; and, from a | 
continued attention to them, the moſt ſalutary effects will be 
experienced. For of inconceiveable importance is an enlighten= 
ed zeal, The primitive Chriſtians are deſervedly celebrated 
for this ſeraphic virtue. Prove by a ſublime piety, and by 
a diſintereſted _ benevolence, that you bear a ſtronger re- 
ſemblance than ſome others to the firſt followers of .the 
deſpiſed NAZARENE. Often have you obſerved the con- 
nection between the paſſions, and the different parts of 
the human frame. As invariable ſhould be the connection 
between principles and conduct. Are we angry? we appear 
angry. Are we pleaſed? we appear pleaſed. From the tone 
of the features, and the geſture of the limbs, the reality of the 
2 agitating us, is neceſſarily inferred. A fimilar corre- 
pondence between religious principles and conduct, charac- 
terizes the Chriſtian. Like two. ſtrings upon a muſical inſtru- 
ment, ſtruck in uniſon, it affords the mind a ſyperior ſenſation of 
pleaſure. They that feared the, Lord SPAKE OFTEN one 10 
another, and the Lord hearkened and heard tt, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him, for them that feared 
the Lord, and thought upon his name. By | 1 
Manifeſt your zeal in ways moſt beneficial to yourſelves, and 
to thoſe with whom you are connected. Cheriſh a manly 
picty, unſhaded by ſuperſtition and undiſguiſed by enthuſiam. 
Cultivate a diffuſive benevolence. Diſcover an unremitted at- 
tention to the various branches of evangelical obedience. 


Duties 
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Duties private, ſocial, and public, preſerve in warm and Vigorous 
_ exerciſe. Carefully examine the : Scriptures. Devout 


11 


ly cele- 
brate the Lord's Supper. Fervently pray for divine aſſiſtance. 
Merely to profeſs an attachment to the Goſpel, or to the prin- 
ciples diſtinguiſhing you, avails you nought, either in this 
world or that which is to come. For what you appear not 
to poſſeſs, none will give you credit. Does any one aſſure us 
he poſſeſſes true religion, yet exhibits no proof of its reality ? 
Tell us vonder ſun ſhines, but does not illuminate—warms, 
but does not fructify—ſheds its light around us, yet gladdens 
not the face of creation. The grace of God hath appeared unto 
all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
tifts, we ſhould live ſoberly, rg Meouy, and godly, In this 
preſent world ; looking for that blefſed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the Great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 
who gave himſclf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, xcalous of 


good works. 


Deeply we regret, that in any cauſe, except that of religion, 


© mankind cheerfully ſubject themſclves to difficultics. To be- 


come wiſe, the Student pores over the lettered page, and ex- 
hauſts the vigour of his youth over the midnight lamp: To 
become rich, the Tradeſman is pent up, from week to week, 
perplexed with commercial cares, and tortured with corroding 
anxiety ;—To become renowned in the annals of fame, the 
Navigator penetrates diſtant climes, braving the dangers of 
the ocean, and ſetting at defiance the horrors of ſhipwreck ;— 
Shall the Chriſtian then be the o/ character undiftinguithed 
for exertion ? Shall he alone fold together his arms, and repoſe 


F bs himſelf upon the couch of indolence ? Why not fired with 


the ambition of acquiring /acred wiſdom, of procuring the 


pearl of great price, and of obtaining the name which ſhall be 


had in everlaſiing remembrance ? The kingdom of Heaven is 
taken by violence, and the violent take it by force. Preſs to- 
evard the mark of the prize of your high calling of God in 
Chrift Jeſus. Work out your ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling, having on the breaſt-plale of righteouſneſs, and your 


feet ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. 


Carly, regular, and conſtant attendance upon Public Wor- 


ſhip, is earneſtly recommended. Grievous is it to reflect, 
that ſome perſons never attend the worſhip of God ; others, 


"irregularly ; and a third claſs come ſo late, as if the ſermon 


only merited attention. How unlike the primitive Chriſtians, 
md our perſecuted forefathers, who worſhipping at the peril of 
their lives, aſſembled together before the break of day] Cha- 


rity, however, obliges us to confels, that unfavourableneſs of 


weather, 


. | 
weather, diſtance of fituation, bodily indiſpoſition, and otſier 
unforeſeen circumſtances, may give riſe to occaſional abſence- 

Vet never, but for ſubſtantial reaſons, forſake the Paſtor 
whom you have ſolemnly choſen to be your religious in- 
ſtructor, and who is ardently ſolicitous for your eternal in- 
tereſts. He, every Sabbath, in the temple of rhe living God, 
pours forth fervent prayers for your welfare, and explains the 
words of eternal life, that you might become wiſe unte fal- 

 wation, Your preſence (more than that of ſtrangers) animates 
his labours, diminiſhes his toil, and cheers his exertions. What 
numerous benefits accrue to Yourſelves! The ſermon commu- 
nicates what was before unknown, or renders what is already 
known impreſſive and beneficial. The prayer elevates your 
Gul to God. The ſinging of pfalms 2 your devotion. 
And the ſympathetic influence of your fellow-worſhippers, 
confers upon thoſe ſolemn acts of adoration an additional im- 
portance. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts þ 

love the habitation of thy kouſe, and the place where thine 
fonour dwelleth! One thing have I defired, that I will ſeel 
after, that I may dwell in the hoſe of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
#15 temple. gf | 
To quicken your zeal, mark the brevity of human life, 
Were we Methuſe/ahs, a plea might be aſſigned for the lan- 
guors of indifference ; but the rude hand of death is 8.2 

' rually ſhaking the tree of life. Though our blood be not 

2 by the mercileſs ſword of war, nor our cities and towns 
epopulated by the A peftilence, yet are not the linger- 
ing conſumption, the burning fever the whole motley train 
of diſeaſes ſcattering amongſt us their deadly poiſon? Threes 
fore years and ten, at beſt, is an inconſiderable portion of 
time. Much of this contracted ſpan is conſumed ſatisfying 
the cravings of appetite, recruiting our bodies with ſleep, and 
in other neceſſary avocations. What remains, after ſo large 
a deduction, devote to the intereſting purpoſes of exiſtence. 
The tide of human life flows but 9xce, and bears all into an 
awful ETERNITY! Labour not only for the meat that periſh» 
eth, out for that alſo which endureth to eternal life. Lay up 
treaſures in Heaven, where moth and ruſt will not corrupt— 
where thieves cannot break through and fleal. Work while it 
is day, for the night cometh when none can work. Man con- 
tinueth not in one ſtay. Infancy, childhood, youth, maturer years, 
and decrepit age, quickly ſucceed each other. The coffin ſoon 
incloſes us !—the grave ſpeedily opens for our reception !—and 
we lie down together with our forefathers in the duſt, till Go 
Shall call the Heavens from above, and the earth from beneath, 
to guage the world in righteouſneſs, | ; 
5 5 Vigorouſly 
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1 vigorouſiy aiding your ou cauſe, the intereſts of Chrif. 


* 

_— at large are abundantly promoted. You co-operate with 

the divine Being—baniſhing the prevalence of evil, and for- 

warding the reign of righteouſneſs. The grand mean of this 

important renovation. is the GLORIOUS GOSPEL, which is the 
wer of God unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, It 

the fullneſs of time, JESUS CHRIST appeared upon earth. in 


the diſtinguiſhed characters of PrRoyneT, PRIEST, and 
KI, and zs now exalted to give repentance unto Iſrael and 
remiſſion ins. He was a or to lighten the Gentiles, and 


the glory of his people Ifracl. He flew upon the wings of love, 
o redeem us from bo tec. of hell and of the grave. The 
dignity of his perſon—the reaſonabicneſs of his doctrines— the 


© equity of his precepts—the Jen of his example—the 


ſuitability of his ſacrifice—and the energy of his rewards and 
puniſhments—excite tears of gratitude and joy. The evidence 
accompanying this Goſpel no honeſt mind can reſiſt, The pre- 
ditions of ancient prophets prepared the world for its rece 


ow | "tion, and afforded thoſe perceiving the fulfilment, an addi- 


tional motive to believe. Our Saviour's miracles were ex- 
preflive of his power, as the MESSIAH; and of his benig- 
nity, as PRINCE oF PEACE. The firſt propagators of this 
Goſpel combated ſucceſsfully the policy and power of the ma- 

of the prieft—the ron and 
paſſions of the people—the wiſdom and pride of the philoſo- 
pher. Equally convincing is the internal evidence: Its doc- 


trines are rational—its precepts juſt its examples imitable 


its rewards and puniſhments intereſt our hopes, and agitate 


our fears. It communicates light to the under ſtanding peace 
to the conſcience - purity to the heart and irradiates the =" 
neſs of that awful hour, which to us ſhall have no ſucceſſion, 
inſpiring with a ſure and certain hope of a joyful reſurrection 
to eternal life. | | 

What numbers this moment, in the church militant, ſhare 
theſe tranſcendent bleſſings! What thouſands Faun of them 


ſince the firſt eſtabliſnment of ' Chriſtianity ! What myriads. 


ſhall exult in their efficacy, previous to the confummation 
of all things! Prophecy aſſures us this GosPEL will en- 
lighten every region—traverſe every country—fill every heart 
with love, paſſing knowledge. Behold the Few and the Gen- 


tile tie Barbarian and the Scythian—the Bond and the Free, 
however jarring in their former r e diſſo- 
nant in their former practices - poſſeſſed of one creed -actuated 
by one ſpirit—incloſed within one fold. Bleffed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who gives to his Son 
the heathen * an inheritance, aud the uttermoſt parts af the 


earth for a poſſeſſion, 


Nor ſhould the DAV OF FINAL RETRIBUTION be unfre- 
quently brought forward to view. The deſtined ages are roll- 
ing on to their completion. The diſpenſations of Providence 
are haftening to their conſummation. "The un- accompliſh- 
ed prophecies - are rapidly embracing their ſeveral events. 
How many ycars may ſteal away, or how many centuries ma 
elapſe, previous to the deſtruction of this viſible creation, 1s 
known to God only, who in the beginning created the heavens 
and the earth. But the END of the world is certain. It is 
decreed, and the omnipotence of deity enfures its accom- 
pliſhment.—Lo! the angel flands with one foot on the earth 
and the other on the ſea; lifts up his arm, and ſwears by him 

that liveth for ever and for ever —TIME SHALL BE NO 
LONGER ! The univerſe is ſmitten with aſtoniſhment, and na- 
ture trembles to her center. The ſun, that ſhone refulgent in the 
heavens, is arreſted in his career, and torn from the firmament, 
The moon, that beamed with ſoft and borrowed luſtre, reels from 
her orbit. The ftars drop from their ſtations. The vege- 
tating earth, the heaving tides, and the revolving ſeaſons, are 
confounded in one general devaſtation, Now ſhall have 
| dawned, the long-expefted MORNING OF THE RESURREC· 
TION, when His mortal puts on immortality, and this corruptible 
incorruption. Stigmatized no longer as the for of the Car- 
penter, the SAVIOUR 0 ears in the clouds, together with his 
holy angels; vindicates his inſulted honour ; juſtifies his ca- 
lumniated Saints; and receives into his boſom thoſe who 
have been taught, baptized, and obſerved all things, whatſo« 
ever he had commanded, The wicked go away into their 
abodes of puniſhment— The righteous into life eternal! | 


Chriſtian Brethren, of theſe ſcenes you muſt be ſpecta- 
tors! In zthe/e awful events You muſt be concerned! Ma 
this conſideration ſtimulate you to attain /e end of your faith, 
even the ſalvation of your fouls, Prize the teachings of your 
religious inſtruQors—pray fervently that theſe teachings be 
reduced to practice; 6% look for new heavens, and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. | 
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